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Discussion/Presentation Guide 
 
For organizations and individuals who would like to participate in the 
Tribunal against Colonialism we offer this discussion guide that will 
allow you and/or your organization to prepare your presentation that 
will be hear by the panel of Judges. 
  
We would like to ask all organizations and individuals that intend to 
present their testimonies and accusations that you use this guide to 
ensure the flow of the event and that we respect the right of others to 
participate in this tribunal. We ask that individual interventions be no 
more than 5 minutes and organizational presentations limit themselves 
to 8 minutes. 
  
We ask that the speakers/presenters follow these steps: 
1. Complete Name:___________________________________ 
 
2. Name of the organization you represent:  
__________________________________________________ 

 
3. General Objective of your organization (2 minute maximum):  
 
4. What charges against colonialism do you present to the 
Tribunal?  
 [Example: Our organization would like to present the Charge of Genocide against 
the U.S. government and its representatives, specifically Alan Bersin, William 
Jefferson Clinton and George W. Bush for approving, implementing and re-enforcing 
the militarization of the U.S. Mexico border with operations such as Operation 
Gatekeeper; a policy which has resulted in the death of over 4,500 workers.] 
  
5. Based on what article of which document do you base your 
accusation on?  
[Example: Based on article 13.2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
Article 9 of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families: The right to life of migrant workers and 
members of their families shall be protected by law.] 
 
6. Provide your testimony on what you have experienced 
and/or knowledge on the violation against the rights of 
persons, groups and peoples.  
  
Definition of Abuse: Any action which threatens the security and social well-being of 
a person, group of people and/or entire nations. 
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Preamble 
Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of 
all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in 
the world, 
 
Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts 
which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which 
human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and 
want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people, 
Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last 
resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be 
protected by the rule of law, 
 
Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between 
nations, 
 
Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith 
in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in 
the equal rights of men and women and have determined to promote social progress 
and better standards of life in larger freedom, 
 
Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation with 
the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, 
 
Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest 
importance for the full realization of this pledge, 
Now, therefore, 
 
The General Assembly, 
Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of 
achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and 
every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by 
teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by 
progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and 
effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States 
themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction. 
 
Article 1 
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood. 
 
Article 2 
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political 
or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. 
Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional 
or international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether 
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it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of 
sovereignty. 
Article 3 
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 
 
Article 4 
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be 
prohibited in all their forms. 
 
Article 5 
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. 
 
Article 6 
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 
 
Article 7 
All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal 
protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in 
violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination. 
 
Article 8 
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals 
for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law. 
 
Article 9 
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 
 
Article 10 
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent 
and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any 
criminal charge against him. 
 
Article 11 
1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until 

proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the 
guarantees necessary for his defence. 

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission 
which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, 
at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed 
than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence was 
committed. 

 
Article 12 
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or 
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the 
right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks. 
 
Article 13 
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders 

of each State. 
2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his 

country. 
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Article 14 
1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from 

persecution. 
2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from 

non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations. 

 
Article 15 
1. Everyone has the right to a nationality. 
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to 

change his nationality. 
 
Article 16 
1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or 

religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal 
rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending 
spouses. 

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to 
protection by society and the State. 

 
Article 17 
1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others. 
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 
 
Article 18 
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 
teaching, practice, worship and observance. 
 
Article 19 
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers. 
 
Article 20 
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. 
2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 
 
Article 21 
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or 

through freely chosen representatives. 
2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country. 
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will 

shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal 
and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting 
procedures. 

 
Article 22 
Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to 
realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance 
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with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and 
cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his 
personality. 
 
Article 23 
1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and 

favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 
2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work. 
3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring 

for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and 
supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection. 

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his 
interests. 

 
Article 24 
Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working 
hours and periodic holidays with pay. 
 
Article 25 
1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-

being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical 
care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of 
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood 
in circumstances beyond his control. 

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, 
whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection. 

 
Article 26 
1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 

elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. 
Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher 
education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and 
to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It 
shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or 
religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of peace. 

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to 
their children. 

 
Article 27 
1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to 

enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits. 
2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests 

resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the 
author. 

 
Article 28 
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 
 
Article 29 
1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full 
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development of his personality is possible. 
2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such 

limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due 
recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the 
just requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare in a 
democratic society. 

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations. 

 
Article 30 
Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or 
person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the 
destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein. 
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Universal Declaration of the Rights of Peoples  

Algiers, 4 July 1976  

Preamble  

We live at a time of great hopes and deep despair; a time of conflicts and 
contradictions; a time when liberation struggle have succeeded in arousing the 
peoples of the world against the domestic and international structures of imperialism 
and in overturning colonial systems; a time of struggle and victory in which new 
ideals of justice among and within nations have been adopted; a time when the 
General Assembly of the United Nations has given increasing expression, from the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights to the Charter on the Economic and Social 
Rights and Duties of States, to the quest for a new international, political and 
economic order.  

But this is also a time of frustration and defeat, as new forms of imperialism evolve 
to oppress and exploit the peoples of the world. Imperialism, using vicious methods, 
with the complicity of governments that it has itself often installed, continues to 
dominate a part of the world. Through direct or indirect intervention, through 
multinational enterprises, through manipulation of corrupt local politicians, with the 
assistance of military regimes based on police repression, torture and physical 
extermination of opponents, through a set of practices that has become known as 
neo-colonialism, imperialism extends its stranglehold over many peoples.  

Aware of expressing the aspirations of our era, we met in Algiers to proclaim that all 
the peoples of the world have an equal right to liberty, the right to free themselves 
from any foreign interference and to choose their own government, the right if they 
are under subjection, to fight for their liberation and the right to benefit from other 
peoples' assistance in their struggle.  

Convinced that the effective respect for human rights necessarily implies respect for 
the rights of the peoples, we have adopted the Universal Declaration for the Rights of 
Peoples.  

May all those who, throughout the world, are fighting the great battle, at times 
through armed struggle, for the freedom of all peoples, find in this Declaration the 
assurance of the legitimacy of their struggle.  

Section I. Right to Existence 
Article 1  
Every people has the right to existence.  
 
Article 2  
Every people has the right to the respect of its national and cultural identity.  
 
Article 3  
Every people has the right to retain peaceful possession of its territory and to return 
to it if it is expelled.  
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Article 4  
None shall be subjected, because of his national or cultural identity, to massacre, 
torture, persecution, deportation, expulsion or living conditions such as may 
compromise the identity or integrity of the people to which belongs.  
 

Section II. Right to Political Self-determination 
Article 5  
Every people has an imprescriptible and unalienable right to self-determination. It 
shall determine its political status freely and without any foreign interference.  
 
Article 6  
Every people has the right to break free from any colonial or foreign domination, 
whether direct or indirect, and from any racist regime.  
 
Article 7  
Every people has the right to have democratic government representing all the 
citizens without distinction as race, sex, belief or colour, and capable of ensuring 
effective respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms for all.  
 

Section III: Economic Rights of Peoples 
Article 8  
Every people has an exclusive right over its natural wealth and resources. It has the 
right to recover them if they have been despoiled, as well as any unjustly paid 
indemnities.  
 
Article 9  
Scientific and technical progress being part of the common heritage of mankind, 
every people has the right to participate in it.  
 
Article 10  
Every people has the right to a fair evaluation of its labour and to equal and just 
terms in international trade.  
 
Article 11  
Every people has the right to choose its own economic and social system and pursue 
its own path to economic development freely and without any foreign interference.  
 
Article 12  
The economic rights set forth shall be exercised in a spirit of solidarity amongst the 
peoples of the world and with due regard for their respective interests.  
 

Section IV. Right to Culture 
Article 13  
Every people has the right to speak its own language and preserve and develop its 
own culture, thereby contributing to the enrichment of the culture of mankind.  
 
Article 14  
Every people has the right to its artistic, historical and cultural wealth.  
 
Article 15  
Every people has the right not to have an alien culture imposed upon it.  
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Section V. Right to Environment and Common Resources 
Article 16  
Every people has the right to the conservation, protection and improvement of its 
environment.  
 
Article 17  
Every people has the right to make use of the common heritage of mankind, such as 
the high seas, the sea-bed, and outer space.  
 
Article 18  
In the exercise of the preceding rights every people shall take account of the 
necessity for coordinating the requirements of its economic development with 
solidarity amongst all the peoples of the world.  
 

Section VI. Rights of Minorities 
Article 19  
When a people constitutes a minority within a State it has the right to respect for its 
identity, traditions, language and cultural heritage.  
 
Article 20  
The members of a minority shall enjoy without discrimination the same rights as the 
other citizens of the State and shall participate on an equal footing with them in 
public life.  
 
Article 21  
These rights shall be exercised with due respect for the legitimate interests of the 
community as a whole and cannot authorise impairing the territorial integrity and 
political unity of State, provided the State acts in accordance with all the principles 
set forth in this Declaration.  
 

Section VII. Guarantees and Sanctions 
Article 22  
Any disregard for the provisions of this Declaration constitutes a breach of 
obligations towards the international community as a whole.  
 
Article 23  
Any prejudice resulting from disregard for this Declaration must be totally 
compensated by whoever caused it.  
 
Article 24  
Any enrichment to the detriment of the people in violation of the provision of this 
Declaration shall give rise to the restitution of profits thus obtained. The same shall 
be applied to all excessive profits on investments of foreign origin.  
 
Article 25  
Any equal treaties, agreements or contracts concluded in disregard of the 
fundamental rights of peoples shall have no effect.  
 
Article 26  
External financial charges which become excessive and unbearable for people shall 
cease to be due.  
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Article 27  
The gravest violations of the fundamental rights of the peoples, especially of their 
right to existence, constitute international crimes for which their perpetrators shall 
carry personal penal liberty.  
 
Article 28  
Any people whose fundamental rights are seriously disregarded has the right to 
enforce them, specially by political or trade union struggle and even, in the last 
resort by the use the force.  
 
Article 29  
Liberation movements shall have access to international organisations and their 
combatants are entitled to the protection of the humanitarian law of war.  
 
Article 30  
The re-establishment of the fundamental rights of peoples, when they are seriously 
disregarded, is a duty incumbent upon all members of the international community.  
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Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional (EZLN) 
Women's Revolutionary Law 

In the just fight for the liberation of our people, the EZLN incorporates women into 
the revolutionary struggle, regardless of their race, creed, color or political affiliation, 
requiring only that they share the demands of the exploited people and that they 
commit to the laws and regulations of the revolution. In addition, taking into acount 
the situation of the woman worker in Mexico, the revolution supports their just 
demands for equality and justice in the following Women's Revolutionary Law. 

First: Women, regardless of their race, creed, color or political affiliation, have the 
right to participate in the revolutionary struggle in a way determined by their desire 
and capacity. 

Second: Women have the right to work and receive a just salary. 

Third: Women have the right to decide the number of children they will have and 
care for. 

Fourth: Women have the right to participate in the affairs of the community and 
hold positions of authority if they are freely and democratically elected. 

Fifth: Women and their children have the right to primary attention in matters of 
health and nutrition. 

Sixth: Women have the right to an education. 

Seventh: Women have the right to choose their partner, and are not to be forced 
into marriage. 

Eighth: Women shall not be beaten or physically mistreated by their family 
members or by strangers. Rape and attempted rape will be severely punished. 

Ninth: Women will be able to occupy positions of leadership in the organization and 
hold military ranks in the revolutionary armed forces. 

Tenth: Women will have all the rights and obligations elaborated in the 
Revolutionary Laws and regulations. 
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DOCUMENTS ON INTERNATIONAL LAW 

International Law:  http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm

CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS

THE INTERNATIONAL BILL OF HUMAN RIGHTS

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948  
• International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 1966  
• International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966  
• Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  
• Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty 

THE CORE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS and their 
monitoring bodies

There are seven core international human rights treaties. Each of these treaties has 
established a committee of experts to monitor implementation of the treaty 
provisions by its States parties. Some of the treaties are supplemented by optional 
protocols dealing with specific concerns. 

  
 Date

Monitoring 
Body 

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination

21 Dec 1965  CERD

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 16 Dec 1966  HRC
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 16 Dec 1966 CESCR
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women
18 Dec 1979  CEDAW

CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment

10 Dec 1984  CAT

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child 20 Nov 1989 CRC
ICRMW International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 

Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families
18 Dec 1990  CMW

ICCPR-OP1 Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights

16 Dec 1966  HRC

ICCPR-OP2 Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty

15 Dec 1989  HRC

OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women

10 Dec 1999  CEDAW

OP-CRC-AC Optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 
the involvement of children in armed conflict

25 May 2000  CRC

OP-CRC-SC Optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 
the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

25 May 2000 CRC

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

18 Dec 2002  CAT
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http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm
http://www.un.org/aboutun/charter/
http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/fs2.htm
http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-death.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-death.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cerd.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cerd.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cerd.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cescr/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw.htm
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cmw/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-death.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-death.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr-death.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw-one.htm
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc-conflict.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc-conflict.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc-conflict.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc-sale.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc-sale.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc-sale.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat-one.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/index.htm


UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS

In addition to the International Bill of Rights and the core human rights treaties, 
there are many other universal instruments relating to human rights. A non-
exhaustive selection is listed below. The legal status of these instruments varies: 
declarations, principles, guidelines, standard rules and recommendations have no 
binding legal effect, but such instruments have an undeniable moral force and 
provide practical guidance to States in their conduct; covenants, statutes, protocols 
and conventions are legally-binding for those States that ratify or accede to them. 
Information on the status of ratification of selected instruments is available here. 
Printer-friendly versions of these instruments may be downloaded from the CD-ROM 
Compilation of Universal Instruments accessible online here.  

WORLD CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND MILLENNIUM ASSEMBLY  

• Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action  
• United Nations Millennium Declaration  

THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION  

• United Nations Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples  

• General Assembly resolution 1803 (XVII) of 14 December 1962, "Permanent 
sovereignty over natural resources"  

• International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and 
Training of Mercenaries  

RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND MINORITIES  

• Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169)  
• Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious 

and Linguistic Minorities  

PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION  

• Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 (No. 100)  
• Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111)  
• International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (ICERD)  
• Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice  
• Convention against Discrimination in Education  
• Protocol Instituting a Conciliation and Good Offices Commission to be 

responsible for seeking a settlement of any disputes which may arise between 
States Parties to the Convention against Discrimination in Education  

• Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of 
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief  

• World Conference against Racism, 2001 (Durban Declaration and Programme 
of Action)  

 

15 

http://www.ohchr.org/english/countries/ratification/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/countries/ratification/index.htm
http://www.unog.ch/IntInstr/uninstr.exe?language=en
http://www.unog.ch/IntInstr/uninstr.exe?language=en
http://www.unog.ch/IntInstr/uninstr.exe?language=en
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/vienna.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/millennium.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/independence.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/independence.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/resources.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/resources.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/mercenaries.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/mercenaries.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/indigenous.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/minorities.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/minorities.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/equalremuneration.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/employment.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cerd.htm
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RIGHTS OF WOMEN  

• Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW)  

• Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW-OP)  

• Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and 
Armed Conflict  

• Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women  

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD  

• Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)  
• Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of 

children, child prostitution and child pornography (CRC-OPSC)  
• Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 

involvement of children in armed conflict (CRC-OPAC)  
• Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138)  
• Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)  

RIGHTS OF OLDER PERSONS  

• United Nations Principles for Older Persons  

RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES  

• Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons  
• Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons  
• Principles for the protection of persons with mental illness and the 

improvement of mental health care  
• Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with 

Disabilities  

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE: PROTECTION OF PERSONS 
SUBJECTED TO DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT  

• Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners  
• Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners  
• Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of 

Detention or Imprisonment  
• United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty  
• Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture 

and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment  
• Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (CAT)  
• Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT)  
• Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the Role of Health Personnel, 

particularly Physicians, in the Protection of Prisoners and Detainees against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment  
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• Principles on the Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment  

• Safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death 
penalty  

• Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials  
• Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement 

Officials  
• United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures (The 

Tokyo Rules)  
• United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile 

Justice (The Beijing Rules)  
• Guidelines for Action on Children in the Criminal Justice System  
• United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (The 

Riyadh Guidelines)  
• Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of 

Power  
• Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary  
• Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers  
• Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors  
• Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, 

Arbitrary and Summary Executions  
• Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance  
• Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation  

SOCIAL WELFARE, PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT  

• Declaration on Social Progress and Development  
• Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition  
• Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the 

Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind  
• Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace  
• Declaration on the Right to Development  
• Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights  
• Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity  

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS  

• Principles relating to the status of national institutions (The Paris Principles)  
• Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs 

of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms  

MARRIAGE  

• Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and 
Registration of Marriages  

• Recommendation on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and 
Registration of Marriages  

RIGHT TO HEALTH  

• Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS  
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RIGHT TO WORK AND TO FAIR CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT  

• Employment Policy Convention, 1964 (No. 122)  

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION  

• Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 
1948 (No. 87)  

• Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98)  

SLAVERY, SLAVERY-LIKE PRACTICES AND FORCED LABOUR  

• Slavery Convention  
• Protocol amending the Slavery Convention signed at Geneva on 25 

September 1926  
• Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and 

Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery  
• Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29)  
• Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105)  
• Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the 

Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others  
• Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially 

Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime  

RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS  

• International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families (ICPMW)  

• Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, 
supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime  

NATIONALITY, STATELESSNESS, ASYLUM AND REFUGEES  

• Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness  
• Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons  
• Convention relating to the Status of Refugees  
• Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees  
• Declaration on the Human Rights of Individuals Who are not Nationals of the 

Country in which They Live  

WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY, INCLUDING GENOCIDE  

• Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide  
• Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes 

and Crimes against Humanity  
• Principles of international co-operation in the detection, arrest, extradition 

and punishment of persons guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity  
• Statute of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia  
• Statute of the International Tribunal for Rwanda  
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• Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court  

HUMANITARIAN LAW  

• Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War  
• Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 

War  
• Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 

relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol 
I)  

• Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts 
(Protocol II) 
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